
To Whom It May Concern:

I write in opposition to Governor Tom WoWs proposed regulation, C02 Budget Trading Program as

published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on November 7,2020(50. Pa.B. 6212), which will join

Pennsylvania to the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). I urge the Independent Regulatory

Reform Commission (IRRC) to reject Governor Wolf’s proposed RGGI tax.

RGGI will most certainly impair Pennsylvania’s economy through fossil fuel plant closures and thousands

of lost jobs. Pennsylvania income tax revenue will certainly decline along with local property and sales

taxes collected in the affected communities. The adoption of RGGI will result in the loss of jobs.

RGGI makes no sense fora state like Pennsylvania, which possesses an abundance of coal and natural

gas resources, and as a result, has the most reliable, affordable and resilient portfolio of electric

generation in the country. None of the other RGGI states can boast these natural resource and

generation assets, nor do they generate the electricity they consume.

It is the fiduciary obligation of the IRRC to intercede on behalf of the citizens of the Commonwealth, and

on behalf of the affected communities that have been denied their legal right to confront the

bureaucracy that seeks to destroy their lives and livelihoods, and to reject this harmful regulation,

lacking basis in Pennsylvania law, for the political power play that it is, and stop it from proceeding.

The PADEP’s own Small Business Advisory Committee (SBAC), along with two other PADEP advisory

committees the Air Quality Technical Advisory Committee and the Citizens Advisory Council - rejected

the draft RGGI regulation. Why? Because RGGI, while entirely lacking in identifiable environmental,

health or safety benefits, will devastate businesses in impacted communicates and increase electric

rates for Pennsylvania business owners.

Thank you for considering my comments. Please reject the RGGI tax regulation and protect the jobs of

thousands of Pennsylvanians struggling to make ends meet during this terribly difficult pandemic

recession.
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